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Regular Meeting of the City Council 

March 23, 2021 

 

              

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. via remote. 

 

COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, 

Sweeney, Wilkinson. Absent, Councilor LaForest 

 

Council President Hopkins read the following statement regarding COVID-19.  Pursuant to 

Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting 

Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on 

the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the North Adams City 

Council is being conducted via remote participation and in City Council Chambers. No in-person 

attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure 

that the public can adequately access the proceedings as provided for in the Order.   

A moment of silence was held remembering Jenna Melanson, a teacher’s aide in North Adams 

School Department and Donald Gagne, a heavy machine operator at the North Adams Water 

Department, as well as a worker at Historic Valley Park  

The President called for a motion to approve the minutes for the Special Meeting of March 1, 

2021 

On motion of Councilor Blackmer, duly seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED:  to 

approve the minutes. 

On roll call, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney  

and Wilkinson, no nays.  Councilor Sweeney abstained. 

 

The President called for a motion to approve the minutes for the meeting of March 9, 2021. 

On motion of Councilor Lamb, duly seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED:  to approve 

the minutes. 

On roll call, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney  

and Wilkinson, no nays. 



38 
 

 

The President called for hearing of visitors. 

An attempt was made to communicate with Joseph Smith but was unable to connect. 

There were communication issues with Northern Berkshire Community Television, the President 

stated that they were continuing to work on a connection. 

Without objection, the President moved to the agenda. 

11,944 The President presented communication submitted by Council President 

requesting a roll call vote on Order #11,944, $300,000 borrowing order for fire 

hydrant repairs. 

 

The President stated at the last meeting the vote was made by voice vote instead of a roll call  

vote, he requested a roll call vote. 

 

Without objection, the President filed the communication. 

 

11,944 The President presented an Order authorizing the Treasurer with the approval of 

the Mayor to borrow the sum of $300,000 for the replacement and repairs of fire 

hydrant water system which was passed to a second reading and published as 

required by law at the meeting of March 9, 2021. 

 

On motion of Councilor Blackmer, duly seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED:  to  

pass to a second reading and publish as required by law. 

 

On roll, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney and  

Wilkinson, no nays. 

 

11,944-1 The President presented communication from Councilor Blackmer proposing an 

Ordinance change to maintenance and repair of City’s Fire Hydrants, Sec. 7-7, 

Powers and duties generally of Commissioner. 

 

Without objection, the president filed the communication. 

 

11,944-1 The President presented an Ordinance amending Chapter 7, of the Revised 

Ordinances of the City of North Adams, Public Services, 7-1 Establishment of 

Department, 7-7, Powers and duties generally of Commissioner 

 

On motion of Councilor Blackmer, duly seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED:  to  

pass to a second reading and publish as required by law. 

 

Councilor Blackmer stated the ordinance that was previously presented had job descriptions and  

the City Solicitor had concerns in the language.  She stated that this should be codified and that  

there is a need to know who will be taking care of the fire hydrants.  She stated that the new  

ordinance change would add a new section after Engineering Division. n. The construction,  
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alteration, repair and care of public fire hydrants. 

 

Councilor Harpin stated she supported Councilor LaForest’s previous proposed ordinance  

change and felt this was very similar and would support it. 

 

Councilor Bona inquired if it should go to committee, it was decided that it would not be  

necessary. 

 

On roll call, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney  

and Wilkinson, no nays. 

 

11,862 The President presented communication from Councilor Bona regarding the 

North Adams Youth Commission which was postponed at the meeting of January 

12, 2021. 

 

On motion of Councilor Bona, duly seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED:  to refer to  

General Government and postpone to the meeting of June 22, 2021. 

 

On roll call, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney  

and Wilkinson, no nays. 

 

11,922 The President presented communication submitted by Councilor Sweeney 

regarding the “Not in My County Pledge” for a county-wide campaign 

coordinated by BRIDGE which was referred to Public Safety Committee and 

postponed at the meeting of December 8, 2020. 

 

On motion of Councilor Sweeney, duly seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED:  to  

postpone to the meeting of June 22, 2021 

 

11,910 The President presented an Ordinance amending Chapter 27, entitled Dog 

Regulations, adding a new section 27-12, entitled Prohibition of the Sale of Dogs, 

which was passed to a second reading and published as required by law at the 

meeting of March 9, 2021. 

 

On motion of Councilor Blackmer, duly seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED:  to  

adopt the ordinance. 

 

On roll call, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney  

and Wilkinson, no nays. 

 

 

11,946 The President presented Mayor’s Communication #19 recommending the 

appointment of Carol Colantuono to the Board of Registrars for a term to expire 

April 1, 2024. 

 

On motion of Councilor Blackmer, duly seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED:  to  

confirm the appointment. 
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On roll call, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney  

and Wilkinson, no nays. 

 

11,947 The President presented Mayor’s communication #20 declaring surplus vehicles 

available for disposition. 

 

Without objection, the President filed the communication. 

 

11,947 The President presented an Order authorizing the Mayor in accordance with 

Chapter 30B, Section 15 to declare vehicles available for disposition without 

restriction as to use. 

 

On motion of Councilor Lamb, duly seconded by Councilor Blackmer, it was VOTED:  to adopt  

the order. 

 

On roll call, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney  

and Wilkinson, no nays. 

 

11,948 The President presented Mayor’s communication #21 declaring property located 

on Brooklyn Street available for disposition. 

 

Without objection, the President filed the communication. 

 

11,948 The President presented an Order authorizing the Mayor in accordance with 

Chapter 30B, Section 16 to declare property located on Brooklyn Street, Map 59, 

Lot 7, available for disposition. 

 

On motion of Councilor Lamb, duly seconded by Councilor Blackmer, it was VOTED:  to adopt  

the order. 

 

Councilor Harpin inquired what the public notifications would be.  The Mayor stated that these  

properties would be added to the auction that will be held in late May; there are approximately  

30 plus properties included in the auction. 

 

Councilor Bona inquired if the abutters will be notified; Zachary Feury, Community  

Development said that they would be notified. 

 

On roll call, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney  

and Wilkinson, no nays. 

 

11,949 The President presented Mayor’s communication #22 declaring property located 

on East Quincy Street available for disposition. 

 

Without objection, the President filed the communication. 
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11,949 The President presented an Order authorizing the Mayor in accordance with 

Chapter 30B, Section 16 to declare property located on East Quincy Street, Map 

153, Lot 50, available for disposition. 

 

On motion of Councilor Blackmer, duly seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED:  to  

adopt the order. 

 

On roll call, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney  

and Wilkinson, no nays. 

 

11,950 The President presented Mayor’s communication #23 declaring property located 

on Reed Street available for disposition. 

 

Without objection, the President filed the communication. 

 

11,950 The President presented an Order authorizing the Mayor in accordance with 

Chapter 30B, Section 16 to declare property located on Reed Street, Map 124, Lot 

139, available for disposition, 

 

On motion of Blackmer, duly seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED:  to adopt  

the order. 

 

On roll call, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney  

and Wilkinson, no nays. 

 

11,951 The President presented Mayor’s communication #24 declaring property located 

on Reservoir Road available for disposition. 

 

Without objection, the President filed the communication. 

 

11,951 The President presented an Order authorizing the Mayor in accordance with 

Chapter 30B, Section 16 to declare property located on Reservoir Road, Map 6, 

Lot 16, available for disposition.  

 

On motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, duly seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED:  to  

adopt the order. 

 

On roll call, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney  

and Wilkinson, no nays. 

 

11,952 The President presented communication submitted by Councilor Harpin 

requesting an addition to the Rules of Order of City Council to include #29 public 

access to recorded subcommittee meetings on NBCTV. 

 

On motion of Councilor Harpin, duly seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED:  to add rule  

#29 to the Rules and Orders of the City Council. 
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Councilor Harpin stated the goal was to add an additional level of transparency by adding the  

committee meeting recordings to NBCTC for viewer access.  She requested that the Councilors  

send recordings to David Fabiano at NBCTC, and said that she spoke to him and that they  

would be happy to add them.  She stated that it would just be a matter of sending the recording  

file to them. 

 

Councilor Blackmer stated that in the change it says “subcommittee”, and that it should be  

amended to read “committee”.  She stated that this might be something for the IT department or  

the City Clerk. 

 

All Councilors agreed that the idea of doing this was a good idea, however, much discussion 

amongst the Councilors ensued regarding the logistics of how to send the files to NBCTC. 

 

Councilor Bona inquired if this would only be for Zoom meetings, Councilor Harpin agreed.  

She stated she did not want to burden the IT department, that possibly the City Clerk should be 

responsible. 

 

Councilor Sweeney was in support of the change, she did say that Zoom could still be continued 

even when committees meet in person.   

 

The Mayor stated that he feels this should be a conversation with the Clerk’s office, IT and 

Administrative Officer, to decide the logistics of the transferring of files. 

 

Councilor Blackmer stated she did not support the rule, as it states the Councilors are responsible 

and not administration. 

 

On motion of Councilor Harpin, duly seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED:  to amend 

“subcommittee” to “committee.” 

 

On roll call, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney  

and Wilkinson, no nays. 

 

Council President requested roll call vote for the addition of Rule #29 to the Rules and Orders of  

the City Council. 

 

On roll call, yea, Councilors, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney  

and Wilkinson, nay, Councilor Blackmer. 

 

The President called for Open Forum. 

 

Bryan Sapienza, 113 Pleasant Street, suggested purchasing thumb drives and sending the drives 

to NBCTC. 

 

Mr. Joseph Smith, 131 Horrigan Road, Clarksburg supports Councilor Harpin’s Rules and 

Orders change. 
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The President called for Mayor’s Concerns. 

 

The Mayor spoke about Transgender Day of Visibility on March 31, 2021. 

 

He gave congratulations to Mayor Janney in Boston,  

 

The Mayor gave condolences to the families of the Boulder and Atlanta violence as well as the 

Asian American community everywhere. 

 

He gave a brief update on the COVID vaccine registration system, stating North Adams is 22% 

vaccinated and said that the City is waiting for more doses to arrive.  He stressed that everyone 

should still be practicing social distancing and protocol. 

 

The Mayor spoke about the negative interactions that City staff has been experiencing, all 

employees will continue to be professional, however he will support them if they are 

experiencing a negative interaction. 

 

The President called for Liaison Updates and Councilor Concerns; 

 

Councilor Sweeney inquired how the board and commission requests are going.  The Mayor 

stated one of the challenges has been great candidates and not enough open appointments. 

 

Councilor Oleskiewicz congratulated Brent Siciliano on his new role as Fire Chief. 

He also inquired if the City is going forward with parking fees.  The Mayor stated when the City 

reopens it will be brought forward through Traffic Commission. 

 

Councilor Lamb spoke about the second year of One Book One Community through the 

Domestic Violence Task Force through the District Attorney’s Office.  This year’s book is “Stop 

Telling Women to Smile” Over the next month, there will be book talks and suggested people 

check the book out.  The Mayor stated that City Hall’s lawn will have signage soon. 

 

The Council President stated he would like to yield his time to City Clerk Pedercini and thanked 

her for her efforts over the past several months. 

 

Clerk Pedercini thanked the Council and stated that she felt the Assistant City Clerk will do an 

exemplary job taking over until the new clerk arrives on April 12.  She stated that the City Clerk 

Search Committee decided that previous clerk, Marilyn Gomeau, would be taking on the task of 

training the new clerk and would certainly assist her in the upcoming elections process. She 

wished the new clerk all the best and thanked all of her coworkers that she had worked with over 

the past 31 years. 

 

The President called for a motion to adjourn. 

 

On motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, duly seconded by Councilor Sweeney, it was VOTED:  to 

adjourn at 8:52 pm. 
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Council President requested Clerk Pedercini to call the roll call one last time. 

 

On roll call, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney  

and Wilkinson, no nays. 

 

 

A True Record 

Attest, 

    ________________________________ 

     City Clerk 

 


